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SUSAN V. ASHTON
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appearance that was in context with developments in the world of pgms. The appearance of
the internal content was also enhanced with
improved design, including new layout and
fonts. In 2003, it was decided to publish PMR
solely as an electronic journal. Susan herself
would admit to having reservations about this
move, feeling that it risked cutting off readers
without access to a computer and the internet.
But once these initial fears were resolved, she
realised that a journal with its own internet site
would provide many more opportunities for
interaction with users, and instant access to any
potential reader with an internet connection,
thereby greatly extending the global readership

of the journal. The PMR website has achieved
high ranking on internet search engines.
www.platinummetalsreview.com provides a
treasure trove of information: the journal itself,
now augmented by the facility to search articles
online; files in PDF format of past issues of the
journal; a Question and Answer section; directories of people and organisations working with
pgms; recommended reading lists; an events calendar; and links to a wide variety of relevant
scientific and commercial information.
Susan successfully brought PMR into the 21st
century and can be proud of her legacy. We
thank her for that, and wish her a long and happy
M. C. F. STEEL
retirement.

Pavla White
Susan Ashton was ably supported during her Editorship by another longserving member of the PMR team, Pavla White. Born in Ostrava, Czech
Republic, Pavla obtained a degree (Dipl.-Ing.) in Chemical Engineering
from Vysoká Škola Bánská (Technical University) in Ostrava. She retired as
the Senior Editorial Assistant on PMR in December 2005.

The Author
Dr Mike Steel was Market Research & Planning Director of Johnson Matthey’s Precious Metal Products
Division until his retirement in May 2006. He was in charge of the company’s precious-metals market research
and publications, including Platinum Metals Review, the biannual market reviews Platinum and the internet
portal Fuel Cell Today (www.fuelcelltoday.com). In addition, Dr Steel was responsible for Johnson Matthey’s
Moscow office.

Platinum Metals Rev., 2006, 50, (4)

206

