Platinum 2001
Johnson Matthey’s authoritative survey of
the supply and demand of the platinum group
metals and future forecasts, “Platinum 2001”,
was published in May.
Demand for platinum in 2000 was shghtly
up on the record level for 1999, but the pattern of consumption was different from
recent years. The largest growth sector was
the auto industry where demand increased by
230,000 oz to 1.84 million oz. In Europe platinum sales to auto makers reached 640,000 oz,
with h o s t one third being for diesel engines,
and this, coupled with increased platinum
loadmgs following the imposition of Euro
Stage 111 emissions regulations, boosted platinum use. In North America the major part of
the increased platinum demand came from
stock building by auto companies expectingin
the future to replace palladium by platinum.
Industrial demand for platinum rose by 8
per cent to 1.45 million 02, with increased use
in computer hard disks and in plant for the
production of speciality glass, such as LCD
glass. Other areas with increased demand
were sensors in cars, spark plugs, biomedical
and dental applications, and turbine blade
coaangs.
China is now the largest platinum jewellery
market, demand there exceeding 1 million oz
for the first time, while Japan experienced a 20
per cent fall in its platinum jewellery market,

Supplies of platinum rose by 9 per cent as
a doublulg of Russian sales outweighed a
dedine in output from western mines.
World palladium demand fell by 5 per cent
to 8.9 million 02, but did not prevent the price
rising to unprecedented levels. From a low of
$440 at the beginning of 2000, the price rose
to approach $1000 in December and breached
this in January 2001. Demand from car makers fell by 4 per cent to 5.65 million oz as
stocks were adjusted. However, actual palladium consumptionin catalysts fitted to cars and
trucks manufactured in 2000 rose by 24 per
cent to meet the increasingly stringent emissions legislation throughout the world.
Dental demand for palladium fell by 26 per
cent to 820,000 oz but demand from electronics rose by 8 per cent due to increased
production of multi-layer ceramic capacitors.
Total palladium supplies declined by 3 per
cent as Russian shipments fell back to 5.2 million 02. Western sales were marginally lower
than in 1999. A special report in ‘Tlatinum
2001” describes new and expandmg mining in
Canada, the U.S.A. and Zimbabwe.
Readers wishing to receive a copy of
“Platinum 2001” should contact: Johnson
Matthey PLC, 4 0 4 2 Hatton Garden, London
EClN 8EE, U.K.; E-mail: ptbook@matthey.
com; Fax: +44 (0)20 7269 8389; or website:
www.platinum.matthey.com.

Conference on the Chemistry of the Platinum Group Metals
The Eghth International Conference on the
Chemistry of the Platinum Group Metals will be
held at Southampton University, U.K., from the 7th
to 12thJuly, 2002. Organised by the Dalton Division
of the Royal Society of Chemistry (RSC) these conferences take place every three years.
Scientists who have accepted invitations to speak
include: J.-E. Backvall, P. N. Bartlett, J. K. Barton,
R G. Bergman, D. W. Bruce, J. G. de Vries,
R Eisenberg, S. E. Golunski, E. G. Hope, J. A. Iggo,
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L. Kelland, H. Le Bozec, Zhenyang Lin,I. Manners,
T. J. Meyer, K. Nozaki, S. Sabo-Eaenne, P. J. Sadler,
G. Sava, G. Schmid, G. J. Schrobilgen, S. Takahashi,
H. Werner, S. B. Wild and J. A. Gareth Williams.
Oral presentations and poster contributions are
welcomed. Those wishing to submit either should
send an abstract as a one-page attachment, by
Monday, 8th January 2002, to: conferences@rsc.org.
Further information may be found on the RSC
website at: www.rsc.org/conferences.
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